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The End of the OPTAIN
is Not the End of Journey!

Hear more about final developments in the OPTAIN project!

Discover more about our results by visiting_our website!

ABOUT OPTAIN
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e key topies.

The OPTAINL earning Environment:
Knowledge That Lives Beyond the Project

The OPTAIN Learning Environment is a knowledge-sharing
platform on Natural/Small Water Retention Measures (NSWRM).

It presents the OPTAIN project, its objectives, and results,
and offers thematic and guided pathways to explore learnings
about water and nutrients retention, while supporting practical
uptake beyond the project’s duration (https://le.optain.eu).

OPTAIN UNIVERSE

OPTAIN Final Conference in _:-;.
Berlin: Sharing Knowledge, P

Results, and a Pathways
Beyond the Project

5 MIN READ

From 28-30 Oct 2025, OPTAIN partners and
stakeholders gathered in Berlin to celebrate
more than five years of collaboration. Together,
we shared results, lessons learned, and future
pathways for NSWRMs, marking a strong
European journey from research to impact
for resilient agricultural landscapes (link).
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Making Natural/small
. Water Retention Measures
Work: Data, Models and

Optimisation in OPTAIN
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Learn more about OPTAIN's data, modelling,
and optimisation approaches, showing how
combined tools help identify effective NSWRM
strategies for practical implementation (link).
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Natural Water & Nutrient
Retention in Practice:

OPTAIN Measures Insights
8 MIN READ

Read into more details on how Natural/Small
Water Retention Measures were identified,
prioritised, and selected across 14 OPTAIN
case studies using a harmonised, participatory
process (link).
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Advancing Systemic A

Change: Policy Support for y

NSWRMs Across European
Agricultural Catchments

8 MIN READ

OPTAIN shows NSWRMs boost water resilience
and sustainable farming. Stronger policy
alignment, long-term funding and better
incentives are key for wider uptake across
Europe (link).
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Engaging Stakeholders
for Effective Water and
Nutrient Retention:
Lessons from OPTAIN’s
Multi-Actor Approach

5 8 MIN READ

Get more insight about OPTAIN's multi-actor
approach, showing how farmers, authorities,
and scientists co-created knowledge to
support effective water and nutrient retention
across Europe (link).

The Global Database
on Sustainable Land
Management (WOCAT)

For more information about the NSWRM as
part of the OPTAIN project, visit the WOCAT
database (link).
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Check Out our Final
OPTAIN Video!

| watch on 3 YouTube

The video highlights how science and practice
came together across Europe to advance
Natural/Small Water Retention Measures,
showcasing tools, collaboration, and lasting
impacts for resilient land and water
management (link).
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Enhanced crop calibration
Guidelines for Optimal ; for SWAT+: evaluating
NSWRMs Implementation water, sediment and

in Europe nutrient impacts across ten

@ 2 MIN READ European catchments

TMIN READ

OPTAIN  Deliverable 63 assesses which A new SWAT+ workflow improved crop growth

NSWRMs work best across three Europe's and vyield calibration across 10 FEuropean
Biogeographic regions, combining modelling, catchments, increasing model accuracy
stakeholder input and policy analysis to guide and better capturing impacts on sediment and
effective water, nutrient and sediment nutrient losses to support environmental
retention in small agricultural catchments (link). decision-making (link).
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