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and transferable tool for participatory 
research. It helped integrate local 
�ò�����i�ö�µ�®�Ð�µ�� �Þ���H���� �ÿ���®�µ�ö�ö�Þ���Ð�� �/�2���§�µ�:�:�)�� �Š�ö�Þ�Ð����
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and promote shared responsibility for 
implementing solutions.

Maintaining dialogue beyond project 
timelines, for instance through local 
partnerships or advisory boards, helps 
�ò�µ�µ�/���ÿ���ÿ�µ���H�P�ÿ���Š�ö�Þ�h�µ�.

Semi-structured interviews with case 
study leaders after implemented 
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trust, and on the added value 
of engagement for the research. 

Short questionnaires were used to collect 
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on relevance, added value of engagement,  
and barriers to engagement. 

These inputs were complemented 
with direct  observation during MARG 
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understanding the case study context.
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interactions were recorded across the 14 
case studies. The level and format 
of engagement varied depending on 
project phase and local context. Each of 
�H�Ø�µ�� �/�2���ï�µ�§�H�� �/�µ�2�Þ���®�:�� �Ø�Š�®�� �Þ�H�:�� �:�/�µ�§�Þ�Û�§�Þ�H�Þ�µ�:��
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2022 saw the highest number of 
activities as most MARGs were being 
established and data were collected 
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and co-interpretation of modelling results.

Around one-third of interactions 
were bilateral meetings, while 
�w���ª�J�� �i���2�ò�:�Ø���/�:�� �Š���®�� �µ�n�H�µ�2���Š�ö��
dissemination events made up the rest.
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farmers and advisors were involved in 
nearly all case studies, local and 
regional authorities in most, and 
NGOs, private companies, and 
scientists in several. Some MARGs 
also included river-basin agencies 
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and policy.

How engagement contributed to knowledge creation, relationships, 
and uptake of Natural/Small Water Retention Measures (NSWRMs)

Impact Beyond OPTAIN
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co-producing potential solutions to environmental challenges of water and nutrient retention.

�æ���P���§�Š�����ö�µ�Š�2�����ÿ���2�µ���H�Ø�2���P�Ð�Ø���m�µ�Š�2���Þ���Ð���0���h�Þ�2�����ÿ�µ���H���@�ö�µ�.���/�H�Š�Þ���.�µ�P�A���Š���®���/�2���ï�µ�§�H���2�µ�/���2�H���������:�H�Š�ò�µ�Ø���ö�®�µ�2��
�µ���Ð�Š�Ð�µ�ÿ�µ���H���®�P�2�Þ���Ð���H�Ø�µ���/�2���ï�µ�§�H���@�ö�Þ���ò�A�.

Authors: �X���Ð�2�Þ�®���y�µ�:�Ø�µ�Þ�ÿ���@�y�X�ß���A�)���h�P�ö�Þ�Š���²�y�P�ö�µ�§�ò�Š���@�y�X�ß���A�)���X�h�Š���Š���j���2�����ß�Š�2�Ð�Š���@�J�à�§���!�0�0�A

Layout and Graphic Design: Lucia Labajova (GWP CEE)

�§�Ø���H���(���X���Ð�2�Þ�®���y�µ�:�Ø�µ�Þ�ÿ���L���§�µ�:���Þ�§�Š���ª�Þ�h�µ�2���!�Š�:�µ���²�H�P�®�o���w���ª�J���ÿ�µ�µ�H�Þ���Ð�)���²�ö���h�µ���Þ�Š

�w�µ�Š���Þ���Ð�Ï�P�ö���µ���Ð�Š�Ð�µ�ÿ�µ���H���2�µ�1�P�Þ�2�µ�:���Š���������Ð���Þ���Ð���2�µ�ö�Š�H�Þ�����:�Ø�Þ�/�)�������H���Š�������µ�L���Ï�Ï���µ�h�µ���H�.��� �P�Þ�ö�®�Þ���Ð���H�2�P�:�H���H�Š�ò�µ�:��
time, but it also yields long-term gain in data quality, ownership, and acceptance of results.

Relevance
Most participants agreed that OPTAIN addressed 
challenges of clear importance to their regions, particularly 
drought, erosion, and nutrient runoff.  Many reported that 
through the project they gained new awareness of how 
NSWRMs could mitigate these problems.

Trust
�w���2�µ�� �H�Ø�Š���� �É�À�� �­�� ���Ï�� �:�H�Š�ò�µ�Ø���ö�®�µ�2�:�� �µ�n�/�2�µ�:�:�µ�®�� �H�2�P�:�H�� �H�Ø�Š�H��
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views into account. Regular communication, 
transparent agendas, and respectful facilitation helped 
�¦�P�Þ�ö�®���§�����Û�®�µ���§�µ���¦�µ�H�i�µ�µ�����2�µ�:�µ�Š�2�§�Ø�µ�2�:���Š���®���/�Š�2�H�Þ�§�Þ�/�Š���H�:�.

Added Value
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opportunities to meet experts and other farmers, 
and practical examples of good practice. Researchers 
in turn reported that the engagement made their 
models more grounded, increased data availability, 
and enhanced the credibility of results.

Figure 4: Graphical representation from D1.3: Report on actor
                  involvement, MARG activities and experiences

Figure 5: Graphical representation from D1.3: Report on actor
                 involvement, MARG activities and experiences


