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In addition, hydro-

morphological measures 

such as retention ponds, 

constructed wetlands, 
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bed re-naturalisation, 
natural bank stabilisation, 
and groundwater-
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are repeatedly selected, 
�2�µ�Ü�µ�§�H�Þ���Ð�� �H�Ø�µ�Þ�2 
combined functions 
in run-off attenuation, 
pollutant removal, and 
ecosystem enhancement.

Across the OPTAIN case studies, 
66 NSWRMs were ultimately 
selected from an inventory of 235 
measures, representing 29 relevant 
NWRM categories. Although many 
categories are represented by only 
one intervention, several recur 
across case studies, signalling their 
broad applicability. 
The most frequently selected are 
buffer strips and hedges (ten), 
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(four), and wetland restoration (four). 

NSWRMs address multiple, inter-linked climate-related challenges by slowing, storing, 
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 They enhance drought resilience by improving soil moisture storage and groundwater 
recharge and by promoting drought-resistant and climate-adapted crop varieties, 
thereby reducing crop failure risks under prolonged dry periods and heat stress and stabilise 
yield production under changing climate conditions.
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therefore improving water quality. 

 They also limit erosion, buffer hydrological variability caused by climate change, 
and support ecosystem integrity and biodiversity, which further stabilise water 
regulation services.

Detailed descriptions of the NSWRMs are 
available as standardised factsheets 
in the �à�„�!���À���J�ö���¦�Š�ö���²�m�w���(�Š�H�Š�¦�Š�:�µ��(link) 
and on the �y�à�ª�w�.�µ�P���/�ö�Š�H�Ï���2�ÿ��(link). 

Once reviewed and published, each 
NSWRM is documented in the scope 
of OPTAIN while providing technical 
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and references,

They are also compiled in �„�§�À���X�y�Z�: 
�m�µ�Š�2���Þ���Ð�� �0���h�Þ�2�����ÿ�µ���H (linked to both 
mentioned platforms) and described 
in the OPTAIN catalogue, where users 
can browse, and download the factsheets 
directly.
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